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EIGHTEENTH ANNIVERSARY 


OF THE 


AMERICAN PEACE SOCIETY. 


| Reported for the Advocate by Thomas Drew, Jr.| 


The Eighteenth Anniversary of the American Peace Society was cel- 
ebrated in the Central Church, Winter St., Boston, on Monday evening, 
May 25th.; Samuet E. Cougs, Esq., President, in the Chair. 

The meeting was opened by the reading of the Scriptures, and prayer 
from the Rev. Dr. Sharp, of Boston; after which the Corresponding Sec- 
retary, Rev. Mr. Beckwith, read extracts from his annual report to the 
Society, showing the doings of the past year. 

The following resolutions were then read by Mr. Beckwith. 

Resolved, That the events of the last year illustrate the success of past 


labors in the cause of peace, and the necessity of their continuance and 
large increase. 


2. That our warmest gratitude is due to our common Father in heav- 
en for the continuance of peace, amid so many alarms of war between 
this country and Great Britain. 


3. That we view with a degree of surprise bordering on horror, the 
very thought of war, for any cause, between two such nations, claiming a 
common origin, speaking one language, professing the same religion of 
peace and love, banded together so long in efforts for its spread through- 
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out the world, and bound to each other by a thousand ties of reciprocal 
duty, affection and interest. 

4, That we have hailed with pleasure and hope, the disposition man- 
ifested, especially by the people of England and America, in their inter. 
change during the year of friendly addresses, pleading for the contin- 
uance of peace, and remonstrating against war on account of the pending 
controversy. 

5. That these developments of popular feeling on the subject are full 
of hope for the future, and prove that the people of Christendom hold in 
their hands a moral power sufficient, under God, to prevent, if used 
aright, the recurrence of war through all coming time. 

6. That peace, the offspring of Christianity, and the nurse of intelli- 
merce, freedom, and virtue, of science and art, of manufactures and com- 
gence, of religion, and all the philanthropic enterprises now in progress 
for the world’s improvement and redemption, is the first great want of 
the age, and ought to be zealously sought by every one that loves God, 
his country, or his species. 

7. That the cause of peace is eminently practical, appealing to every 
man’s interests, conforming to the dictates of common sense, and simply 
asking nations to settle their difficulties as individuals in well regulated 
society do theirs, without the effusion of blood, either by amicable agree- 
ment between themselves, or by some mode of reference to compe- 
tent and impartial arbiters. 

8. That the general adoption by governments of such substitutes as 
their common settled policy, would ere long obviate all occasion or neces- 
sity for international war through the civilized world. 

9. That passing events conspire to enforce upon governments the ob- 
ligation of introducing such policy as a pledge under God for their per- 
manent peace. 

10. ‘That we deeply lament, not only the actual collision of our Re- 
public with that of Mexico, but also the outbursts of the war spirit in so 
many parts of our land, and the obvious, deplorable tendency of thie exis- 
ting war excitement to demoralize, more or less, the general mind of the 
nation, especially the lower classes and the rising generation. 

11. ‘That all good men should repudiate the doctrine which requires 
us to support our government, right or wrong, in any war it may choose 
to undertake ; and he who aids or sanctions any war which he deems 
wrong, becomes confederate with its crimes, and violates the plainest pre- 
cepts of Christianity, and of common morality. 

12. That we acknowledge with great pleasure the very general co- 
operation of the press and the pulpit through the country the past year, 
to plead for its continued peace, and impress the public mind with the 
wickedness and manifold evils of war. 

13, That the thanks of the country are due to those statesmen who 
have on the floor of Congress lifted their voice in favor of peace as alike 
the duty and interest of our country. 
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These resolutions having been read, the Secretary invited Dr. Suarp, 
who he said was a native of the country with which, during the past 
year, there had been apprehension of a conflict, to address the meeting 
upon the resolutions, which were subsequently adopted. 

Dr. S. was pleased to hear that the Society was in so prosperous a con- 
dition. Its objects should be more generally known; we should advo- 
cate the claims of peace in the spirit of peace, and, if he might use a mil- 
itary phrase, we should all stand in this cause, however differing in opin- 
ion, “ shoulder to shoulder.” Some twelve months ago he had visited, 
after an absence of 40 years, the land of his fathers; and while there 
the question of peace and war came up in consequence of the tone of the 
President’s Message. And not a gentleman did he meet with, though he 
mingled with all classes, but deprecated war in the strongest terms. The 
public sentiment of the people of England was against war; they desired 
Peace. 

AmasA WALKER, of North Brookfield, then took the floor. Never, 
said he, have the friends of peace assembled under more favorable au- 
spices than on this occasion. This may seem startling to some, when the 
news is hawked about the streets this very hour of the slaughter of 1200 
Mexicans upon the battle field by the soldiers of the United States; and 
when, as they came to the meeting, they had beheld the illumination of the 
office of that paper which first obtained the news of what is called a 
“glorious victory.” O, if we could look into that other world, what an il- 
lumination should we behold there, too, and what rejoicings among the 
fiends below ! 

Never has there been such a gathering before, upon any meeting of 
this society ; and in spite of those terrible events which have recently 
transpired upon our borders, he believed that an overruling Providence 
would shape all things for good. He should have nothing to say about 
this Mexican war. It was as fair a war as he ever read of ; all wars are 
alike ; and what difference does it make in regard tothe question of hu- 
manity, whether we have a Mexican war, an Indian war, or any other 
kind of a war? Those Mexicans who perished in the recent battles, had 
the same ties to bind them to life ; they were fathers, husbands, brothers, 
and sons, and had wives, sisters, and mothers who loved them living, and 
mourned for them, dead. We peace men can make no distinction; we 
are not traitors to our country, or blue light federalists ; we will not main- 
tain arguments upon this or that question of war; but we go against all 
war, for whatever purpose or under whatever pretext; and here is our 
advantage over those who justify war in certain cases. The present year 
had marked an era in the Peace cause. On the 4th of July, last year 
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an address was delivered before the authorities of this city which had 
produced such an excitement as no other ever did. That excellent ad- 
dress crossed the Atlantic ; it was re-published there, and extracts in the 
form of tracts had been scattered far and wide. The newspapers gave 
publicity to its noble sentiments; and every publication that is brought 
into this country, is telling of the good which that production has done 
and is doing. 

The idea of enlisting the conductors of the public press in the cause of 
peace, had been successfully carried out by our friend, Mr. Burritt, 
through the medium of his “ Olive Leaves.” The plan was simply this 
—having written a short article on the subject of peace, he would have 
it printed upon from 500 to 1500 slips of paper, and sent to every news- 
paper in the United States, with the request that they would send him a 
copy, if thought worthy of publication. He knew not how many papers 
had copied these slips, but he felt safe in asserting that the average 
number which copied each article was over 200. These Olive Leaves 
had crossed the Atlantic, too, and the last mail from England brought 
quite a file of English papers, containing the Olive Leaves of Peace, 
which our friend from Worcester had sent across the ocean, as messen- 
gers of peace and amity. ‘The Bond of Brotherhood was a new publica- 
tion devoted to the cause, and was calculated to do immense good ; by fur- 
nishing them to the passengers on the Railroads, many minds would be 
reached. 10,000 of the first and second numbers had been circulated in 
this way, and 20,000 of the third and fourth numbers were now prepar- 
ed for circulation, and all this was being done by individual enterprize, 
aside from the good which was being achieved by the society. 

But the intelligence we have received from England is still more en- 
couraging. ‘The people there begin to think that there is not much sub- 
stance in “ glory” after all. They begin to learn the great fact, that it 
takes one half of all that they can earn to pay the interest upon the “ Glo- 
ry bills” of past times; and they begin to think that bread is better than 
glory. In that country the greatest change has taken place in public sen- 
timent. There people won’t enlist, and when the Government proposed 
to enroll 40,000 men for the army by a draft, what did the people do? 
Why they assembled in great meetings, and they resolved that it was 
sinful to fight ; they resolved that they would not fight. And they form- 
ed clubs pledged to support the families of such as would suffer imprison- 
ment rather than join the army; and the consequence has been, that the 
voice of the people has compelled the government to give way and aban- 
don the idea altogether. 

The Friendly International Addresses, is another great feature in the 
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peace operations of the past year. You may read Hume, and Gibbon, 
and Allison even; but where in all the histories of past time, can you find 
any such movement, in behalf of peace and universal brotherhood, as is 
exhibited by these Friendly International Addresses? Here is one, said 
he, (holding it up to the audience) from Old England’s Worcester to 
New England’s Worcester, signed by 630 of its inhabitants, received by 
the last steamer. I need not say to you, that the response to it will be a 
warm one. Here is another signed by 1548 of the citizens of Exeter, 
sent as a friendly greeting to their brethren in Cincinnati, Ohio, in behalf 
of Peace and friendship, and another from the citizens of Edinburgh to the 
citizens of Washington ; and among the signers you can see the name of 
the venerable Thomas Chalmers. But, continued Mr. W., here is one 
which, when you have learned what it is, and from whom it comes, you 
will receive with a most cordial welcome. It comes from the Women of 
Exeter, Old England, to the Women of Philadelphia, and the United 
States generally, and is signed by the names of 1630 of England’s daugh- 
ters, from every rank and condition in life, and it appeals to you thus— 
“ Friends and Sisters.” (Great applause.) 

I believe this meeting will be willing to bear me out in the statement 
with which I begun, that the cause of peace is making good progress. 
When the men who have been prompt to answer the calls of the recruit- 
ing officer, begin to talk of conscientious scruples, you may rest assured 
that the days of war are numbered. 

Evisu Borritr then took the floor, and said, This is truly an age of 
progress. The periods of offensive war have passed down the currents of 
oblivion. Napoleon himself, as he reviewed his bloody career, when all 
those terrible crimes and calamities that he had brought upon the world, 
came up before his vision, in the last hours of his life, declared that he 
never waged any other than a defensive war. 

The time has been predicted when the lion should lie down with the 
lamb. My friends, the lamb has lain down in the very claws of the lion. 
Pagan nations have long since ceased to fight. Upon the banks of the 
Sutlej, England has given us a terrible example of a defensive war, and 
its slaughters there have given occasion for a universal warwhoop of 
gratitude through the English churches. France has waged defensive 
war in Algeria, and now young Evangelical America wages defensive 
war with weakened and distracted Mexico. And in view of these things 
what hope have we for the extermination of these horrors, if we cannot 
find some argument against them this side of Heaven? What can we 
do? If the Bible does not condemn all war; if you turn us out of the 


New Testament, where can we go? The highest seraph that basks in 
12* 
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the radiance that surrounds God’s throne, can have no higher gospel than 
this, “ Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, with all thy 
mind, and with all thy strength ; and thou shalt love thy neighbor as thy- 
self ;” and upon this gospel we plant ourselves. 

Even the revelations of commerce prohibit war; and shall the religion 
of the Ledger outweigh the religion of Jesus Christ? If that religion 
will admit any defensive war, our hopes are extinguished forever; for the 
last words of the author of it were, “it is finished.” Nothing can be ad- 
ded, and nothing taken away. Let the human race come to this sacred 
volume for their guidance, and read its prohibitions against all war. It 
may be imputed to fanaticism and ultraism, but it has come to this: that 
if the gospel forbids all war, then there never was, and there never will 
be, a period when its demands were more imperative than now. The 
greatest prerogative conferred upon us this side of heaven, is to dwell to- 
gether in love, and have God dwelling with us. And in view of this, the 
apostle exclaimed, ‘‘ That neither principalities nor powers, nor things 
present nor things to come, could separate us from the love of God which 
is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

And we do say that a Christian can have no part in God, or God in 
him, in the act of taking the life of a fellow man upon the battle field. 
If any war can be consistent with Christianity, cannot a war consist of 
Christianity? and should not Christians be set apart for this terrible du- 
ty? It is awful enough to be sent to the bar of God without preparation ; 
it is a painful thing to be sent thither, even with the love of Christ in our 
hearts. But, my friends, the act of dying with murder on our hands, 
with our souls filled with all the vengeful passions that war engenders, 
cannot qualify us for the society of the angels in heaven or the company 
of just men made perfect, in that blest world beyond the grave. 

The whole world is looking to Christianity for the continuance of the 
blessings of peace. ‘The down-trodden millions who have been crushed 
under the burdens of the grim Moloch of war, and are lifting up their 
lean, shrivelled hands, and crying for bread, are looking to us Christians, 
imploringly, to stay the awful devastations of war; that they may have 
opportunity to rise again to the dignity of manhood. And it is for us to 
remember, that if we perforate the great law of love, which is to cement 
and bind together in harmony all races of men, even with so much as 3 
bodkin, we make a hole large enough to admit all the fiends of the pit 
and deluge with blood the whole face of this beautiful green earth. The 
speaker illustrated his position, that it would not do to fall short the 
breadth of a hair upon this question of war from the standard of require- 
ments laid down in the gospel, by an anecdote of thrilling interest; 





aa ie ae <¢ . ra ae, eae > Corned it bok Tk eae 
Sh sae eee: Sire a Peseta. 


























EIGHTEENTH ANNIVERSARY. 135 








~~ ~o. LPL AAS ~ ~~ 


reer 


holding the audience in that state of br :athless suspense which renders 
even a whisper audible. He concluded by declaring his belief that the 
great radical defect of the times, was a want of faith in God and in hu- 
manity. O! stupendous delusions are these defensive wars! Tell me if 
there can be any moral distinction, or if there can be any more of Christ’s 
spirit manifested in a defensive war than any other ? 

Rev. Mr. Hoiuanp, of Rochester, next addressed the meeting. His 
views were the same as those of the last speaker. He had just come 
from attendance upon the anniversaries in New York. During the 
last week he had attended a meeting of the Bible Society, and the speak- 
ers, being called on to state their views in regard to the pacific character 
of the gospel, the very first who spoke, declared in the outset of his re- 
marks, that the gospel enjoined upon all men to “ maintain their rights.’” 
Mr. H. spoke of the importance of the preservation of peace to the Mis- 
sionary cause, that without peace we could not hope to meet the flood of 
heathenism which covered the whole earth. The gospel of Christ was 
eminently a gospel of peace, and he should say, that if it was ever to be 
circulated by force of arms, or if its requirements were to be fulfilled in 
such a manner, it could not be the pure, real, genuine gospel, that Christ 
gave, but a maimed, lame, spurious edition. He deeply deplored the out- 
breaking anew of the military spirit, that the blessed dove of Peace had 


been frightened away from our borders, and that 
“ The fierce grey bird with a bending beak,”’ 


was made the motto of a Christian life. 

Dr. WALTER CHANNING followed Mr. H. He appealed to the audi- 
ence as Christian men and women, to do their duty, at this time, to their 
Christianity and their country. If they had no duty to discharge, then he 
had nothing to say ; if they had done their duty, then all was aceomplish- 
ed that could be asked. He believed there was a great duty to perform; 
though we should lose reputation, station, the good will of the world. 
Christianity and humanity demanded that we should. be faithful to our 
obligations, and God would approve. ‘There was a“ still small voice” 
within, which he believed was the requirement of humanity, urging us to 
the discharge of our duty ; we should be guided by this voice, leaving the 
result to a higher souree. 

A gentleman in the gallery next made a few remarks which were in- 
terpreted to be in favor of war as a means used. by God in the accom- 
plishment of his purposes,—and was followed by SterHen S. Foster, 
Who said that he did not agree with all the sentiments advanced, nor with 
all the resolutions. He could not agree with the report of the Secretary, 
in praise of the American pulpit, or the American press. Peace mem 
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should “utter the truth in love,” but they should utter the ¢ruth. The 
report of the Secretary had commended the pulpit and the press for their 
efforts in the cause of Peace. He could see nothing to commend them 
for. Another speaker had alluded to the influence and effects upon the 
cause, of the oration delivered in this city on the 4th of July last; and in 
view of that fact he would ask where are the clergy? Should he be 
asked to accord them praise as a body when the efforts of an humble 
member of the legal profession had done more to advance the princi- 
ples of peace and extend a knowledge of peace principles, than the 30, 
000 clergyman whose sole duty it was to be first and foremost in this 
ereat work? Are we not plunged into a war; one too, that might have 
been prevented? Has not the news just reached us of the wholesale 
murder, (for it is nothing but murder) in Mexico? And how does the 
pulpit and the press receive it? Why one of the printing offices boast- 
ing the largest circulation of any in the state is Mluminated to-night in 
honor of the butchery of 1200 Mexican fathers and husbands. And 
where are the American ministers, save with few exceptions, that had 
dared to speak out in condemnation of this war? This society has yet to 
speak out and utter its protest against it. He wished Massachusetts, at 
least, should stand aloof from all participation in its atrocities, and he 
hoped that action would be taken to-night, that this Society should do as 
the peace societies had done in England, stand between the government 
and the people ; and do all in its power to prevent them from enlisting 
in the army. Now was the time for the society to act: and he hoped it 
would direct its energies to keeping our own state aloof from the iniqui- 
ty. 1500 men had been called for from this State; every man was lia- 
ble to be drafted, and marched into Mexico, to fight in this abominable 
war. ‘The people were told that it was treason to the country not to sus- 
tain it, but will Massachusetts give her voice in favor of it? (cries of 
No! No! one or two, of Yes!) We are culpable if we do. At the day 
of judgment, Gen. Taylor will excuse himself by declaring that he in- 
vaded Mexico by order of the President. Who is James K. Polk? and 
who are they that sustain him in such high-handed outrages against the 
people of a sister republic? Let us be free from the blame, and let us 
come here to-morrow, and unite ina strong and energetic course, and 
we may yet prevent this State, at least, from plunging into this war.— 


Some fields were not worth cultivating, but let us take care of Massa¢ 
chusetts. 





The hour being late, an adjournment was moved, and the audience re- 
tired, apparently much gratified with the exercises ofthe evening. 
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ADJOURNED MEETING 


Of the American Peace Society, at Hall No. 1 Chinese Musewm, May 26, 1846. 


SaMUEL E. Coves, President, in the Chair,—meeting was opened at 9 o’clock, A. M. 

Prayer by the Pev. D. O. Morton. 

A. G. Comines and Geo. MERRILL were appointed Secretaries pro tem. 

A Business Committee was appointed, consisting of Messrs. GILBERT, BLANCHARD, 
Les, GARRISON and JACKSON. 

Voted to accept the annual Report of the Directors. 

Voted to invite all gentlemen present to participate in the deliberations of the Society. 

A Committee for the nomination of Officers, consisting of Messrs. Stone, Blanchard, 
Gilbert, Webster and Bates, was appointed. 

The Business Committee reported Resolutions, which, being amended, were adopted, as 
follows :— 

Resolved, 1. That the Society in accordance with its Constitution, as it has ever done, 
will confine itself strictly to the single object of abolishing International War. 


2. That the Society be so managed as to be kept entirely distinct from anti-govern- 
ment, from the question of Capital Punishment, and all other extraneous subjects, as it 
has heretofore been. 


3. That, for various reasons, having been confounded by not a few in the community, 
with such questions, it should take special care to guard against this in future. 


4. That the basis of the First General Peace Convention in London, 1843, viz, ‘ the in- 
consistency of war with Christianity and the true interests of mankind,” be regarded as 
the proper basis of co-operation in the cause of Peace ;—that all persons willing for any 
reason to labor for the abolition of this custom, be, as they have been from the origin of 
the Society, invited, whatever their views respecting defensive wars, to unite with us in 
this enterprise; and that the Society be conducted in a way to render such co-operation 
practicable, consistent and cordial, by not conflicting in its operations with principles, in- 
stitutions or interests which the Christian community hold dear and sacred. 

Resolved, That a Committee of Correspondence be chosen, to make a general statement 


to the public—to consist of men well and favorably known, of different denominations—to 
continue through the year, and make a final report at the next anniversary. 


The following gentlemen were chosen as the Committee anticipated by the foregoing 
Resolution. 


Rev. Lyman Gilbert, Anson G. Phelps, Esq., 
‘“* Edward Hitchcock, D. D., Rev. T. E. Bond, D. D., 
“ Rk. S. Storrs, D. D., “ W. C. Brown, 

“ Charles Lowell, D. D., * Baron Stow, 
Hon. Simon Greenleaf, * Daniel Sharp, D. D. 


The Committee to nominate a list of Officers for the ensuing year, reported the follow- 
ing. (The names ef those who have declined their election are omitted.) 
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FOR PRESIDENT. 
SAMUEL E. COUES, Esq., of Porrsmoutn, N. H. 


VICE PRESIDENTS. 
Rey. T. C. Urnam, D. D. Brunswick, Me. Hon. Wm. Jay, Bedford, N. Y. 








Hon. Levi Cutter, Portland, - ‘* Tu. FRELINGHUYSEN, New York. x 
Rev. Anprew P. Peasopy, Portsmouth,N H. Anson G. PHELps, Esq., “wa 2 
Rost. Rantovt, Esq., Beverly, Mass. Gerrit SmirH, Esq., Peterborough, N. Y. B 
S. V. S. WiLpeERr, Esq. Bolton, “ Atvan STEWART, Esq., Utica, “ - 
Rev. CHaRLES LowELL, D. D., Boston. Isaac Couuins, Esq., Philadelphia, Pa, 
JOHN Tappan, Esq., os Rey. Howarp Matcom, D. D., Georgetown, 
SAMUEL GREELE, Esq., " Kentucky. 2 
Rosert WATERSTON, Esq., as Jos. H. Lumxin, Esq., Lexington, Ga. . 
Amasa WALKER, Esq., North Brookfield. Rey. C. E. Srowe, D. D., Cincinnati, 0. as 
Hon. SamMuEt Haven, Roxbury. Henry Dwient, Esq., Geneva, N. Y. cS 
Wm. Rotcue, Esq., New Bedford. Rev. Tuos. De Witt, D. D., New York. 3 
Rev. Francts Wayranp, D. D., Providence. ‘“ T.E. Bonn, D. D., inl 
Hon. Wm. W. Ettsworru, Hartford, Ct. “ H. Tyne, D. D. & 
DIRECTORS. E 
W. H. Y. Hackett, Esq., Portsmouth, N. H. Cuaries Sumner, Esq., Boston. 2 
Rev. Witiiam Jen«s, D. D. Boston. CuaRLeES Tappan, Esq., “ Bs: 
3RADFORD SUMNER, Esq., - Hon. Sipney WiLLarp, Cambridge, Mass. ¥ 
Rey. Baron Stow, “ tev. Cavin DurreE, South Dedham, “ BE 
“ E. S. GANNETT, “ Rk. P. Srespins, Leominster. Me 
“ Hupsarp WINSLOW, ag “« Sami. J. May, Syracuse, N. Y. 
DANIEL SAFFORD, Esq., “ “« Brown Emerson, D. D., Salem, Mass. ey 
Tuos. THompson, Esq., s Lewis Tappan, Esq., New York. iS 
Ex.tis Gray Lorine, Esq., " Rey. Frepk. W. Hotuanp, Rochester, N.Y. 


Moses Grant, Esq., 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, 








S. E. Coves, Lewis T. Sropparp, 
JOSEPH W. PARKER, CHARLES Brooks, 
WiLiiamM CROWELL, James L. Baker, 
JosHua P. BLANCHARD, AmasA WALKER, 
WALTER CHANNING, Eviau Burritt, 
Francis O. Watts, EK. W. Jackson, 
Tuomas Drown, Bens. D. Peck, 
Lewis G. Pray, Hussarp WINSLow, 
GreorGceE C. BecKwITH, W. C. Brown. 


J. P. BLANCHARD, Treasurer and General Agent. 
GEORGE C. BECKWITH, Corresponding Secretary. 
Recording Secretary. 








The Committee’s Report was accepted, and the gentlemen nominated were chosen to 
fill,the various offices of the Society. 

The following Resolution was then moved, and passed unanimously. 

Resolved, That, as citizens of the world—as friends of mankind—or as followers of 
Christ, we are for PEace—opposed to War :—we will doallin our power to promote Peace a 
and to oppose War ; and we call upon albChristians—upon all friends of man—upon ALL « 
MEN, to lift up a voice for Peace,—distinctly, decidedly, and unalterably. 

The meeting was then dissolved. A. G. COMINGS, Secretary pro tem. 
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EIGHTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT. 


The eighteenth year of the American Peace Society now closing, has 
witnessed developments strikingly indicative of the dangers to which the 
war system still exposes even civilized, Christian nations; of the changes 
already effected in public sentiment on the subject of international peace ; 
and of the urgent demand which the spirit and wants of the age are mak- 
ing for a large increase and a wide extension of efforts in behalf of a 
cause seen at length by all intelligent minds to be linked indissolubly 
with the chief interests of mankind for time and eternity. 


Texan DirricuLties.—Just before our last anniversary, the plan of 
annexing Texas to these United States, received, in the final vote of our 
Senate, the pledge of its ultimate success; and the measures immediate 
ly taken for carrying it into effect, threatened an open rupture with 
Mexico, and occasioned for a time not a little solicitude for the peace of 
our country. 

As a Peace Society, we have no concern with the question, originating 
all these difficulties, whether Texas asserting its independence for a series 
ef years, yet still claimed by Mexico as one of her provinces, should 
have been, against the remonstrances of the latter, incorporated in our 
confederacy ; but, however this point may be decided, we must, as friends 
of peace, protest against the war-measures employed to carry out the 
policy adopted, and could easily show how the expedients we urge as sub- 
stitutes for war, would in this case have averted all danger of an ap- 
peal to the sword, insured justice far better to both parties, and saved 
them, besides the ill-blood and general ferment of the past year, many mil- 
lions of dollars on each side. Had there been a Congress of Nations in 
existence, or had the parties previously agreed by treaty to settle what- 
ever disputes might arise between them, not by a resort to arma, but, if 
they could not agree between themselves, by reference to umpires mu- 
tually chosen, and either to abide by their decision, or demand only a 
new hearing before the same or other referees, until an adjustment satis- 
factory to each party should thus be reached, the whole difficulty might 
have been brought to a just and amicable issue with scarce a hundredth 
part of the evils incident to such a controversy, even without the crimes 
and woes of actual war. 

At length, this direful calamity, God’s scourge of guilty nations, is sup- 
posed to have come upon us. Certainly our troops, by crossing the old 
limits of Texas, and pointing their batteries at a Mexican city, have pro- 
voked such collisions as our government, in its seeming eagerness for a 
conflict, chooses to call war ; and anon both houses of Congress vote ten 
millions of money, fifty thousand troops, and an indefinite number of war- 
ships, to fight against a poor, feeble, distracted country ; a power here- 
tofore represented as too weak for our fears, and ready to fly at the bare 
sight of one of our regiments ; a sister republic, too, the first on this con- 
tinent to imitate our example in asserting her liberties, whose indepen- 
dence we were the first to acknowledge, and who honestly regarded us as 
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encroaching upon her unquestionable rights, and attempting, even beyond 
the original bounds of Texas, to rob her of some of her finest territory, 
This war, if such it must be called, seems to us entirely unnecessary, and 
indicates a very strange obliquity of views and feelings in those who now 
plead for its prosecution with such fierce, unrelenting vigor. There was 
not the slightest need of war, in any proper view of the case; and yet 
how many among us mis-name this a war of self-defense against the wan- 
ton, unprovoked aggression of Mexico (!!) and would fain stir up through 
the land the hell of bad passions included in the war-spirit, to empty 
itself in all the wrath of a bloody, vindictive, ferocious patriotism upon 
the poor, despised Mexicans! It will be hardly possible for us to escape 
the world’s verdict against us; and so clearly are we in the wrong, that 
no attribute of God, no principle of our holy religion, no fair construc. 
tion of international law, no dictate of justice or common sense, can take 
part with us in such a contest for such a purpose. 


THe Oregon Dispyrr.—Our difficulties with England have the past 
year awakened at times very general alarm. ‘The bone of contention, a 
barren wilderness beyond the Rocky Mountains, was confessedly not 
worth the money alone which a single year or even month of war would 
waste; but the dispute in its progress involved so much of national pride 
and party committal, as to threaten for a time the most disastrous conse- 
quences. ‘The President of the United States, in his inaugural address, 
and his first message to Congress, broadly asserted ‘‘ our clear and un- 
questionable right to Oregon,”’ and hot partisans soon shouted, as their 
war-cry, “ the whole of Oregon, or none!” while Great Britain, who had 
from the first contested even our claim up to the forty-ninth parallel of 
latitude, and much more our grasp after some half-dozen degrees still far- 
ther north, met these extreme demands with a flat, unfaltering denial, 
and promptly declared before the world her purpose to maintain “ her 
rights in Oregon.” Here was the issue; and for a time diplomacy seem- 
ed only to make the matter worse. Overture after overture was alter- 
nately proposed and rejected by each party, until negotiation came toa 
stand, and England’s offer of arbitration on our own terms was rudely 
declined—a decision of our executive which put us in the wrong before 
all the world. Now came the crisis of danger; and meanwhile fiery 
spirits it Congress were apparently trying to blow the incipient flame into 
a general conflagration. We will not soil our pages by copying the de- 
clamation, in which some oi our countrymen, and a few even of our ru- 
lers indulged, until the voice of an outraged public checked those strange 
effusions. We blushed for our country, while reading sentiments so un- 
congenial with the spirit of the age, and so disreputable to a Christian 
people. A few of our rulers seemed for a time bent on involving us in 
conflict with England, and speech after speech even in the Senate closed 
like old Cato’s delenda est Carthago, with the solemn asservation, that 
“war was inevitable.” 

It was soon perceived however, that those men had miscalculated the 
temper of the times. Public opinion came up from all parts of the land, 
to rebuke such a rush towards the precipice of war. Sentiments widely 
different from those of past ages .soon found utterance both in England 
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and this country, through the press, from the pulpit, and even on the floor 
of Congress. It soon became evident, that forty or fifty millions of peo- 
ple would not let their rulers plunge them into all the crimes and evils of 
war for such claims as were then in conflict, when proper efforts at con- 
ajliation and compromise might in due time adjust the whole difficulty to 
the entire satisfaction of both parties. On this point there was a most 
remarkable degree of unanimity among all fair-minded men in each 
country ; and not only did Peace Societies petition their respective rulers 
for an amicable settlement, but all classes of citizens sent their friendly 
addresses to each other across the Atlantic, strongly deprecating war, 
claiming a right to continued peace, and pledging their mutual efforts to 
secure such a result. 

The blessing of God upon these efforts in answer to the prayers of his 
people, has thus far averted a war with England, and put matters at 
length in a train which will, it is hoped, lead to an adjustment of the dif- 
ficulty by amicable means. Still have we much reason to tremble at the 
recollection of our narrew escape thus far from the most tremendous of 
earthly calamities ; and, had public sentiment on the snbject been what 
it was fifty years ago, no power on earth could have prevented a fierce, 
protracted war that might in its progress have involved the leading na- 
tions of Christendom, and overspread the whole earth with its baleful re- 
sults. Nothing but this altered tone of general sentiment, effected b 
the cause of peace, and uttering itself from the press, the pulpit, and the 
entire community of fair and well-informed minds, has under God saved 
these two nations from a catastrophe so terrible, and the great interests 
of the world from being thereby cloven down or crippled for half a cen- 
tury. - 


OrvERATIONS OF THE Soctety.—Our general plan of operations was 
forme with no special reference to the difficulties here sketched ; but we 
have met, as far as we could, the current exigencies of the year, and en- 
deavored to make our efforts bear as much as possible on every pending 
question of peace or war. Had the friends of peace spontaneously fur- 
nished the requisite means, twenty or fifty thousand dollars, we might 
have overspread the land with facts, arguments and appeals that would 
at once have arrested general, if not universal attention, and poured from 
the people such an influence upon our national government as would 
s00n have put an end to all thought of war, either with England or with 
Mexico. We have done what we could with our small means; but how 
much could be expected from any mode of spending three or four thou- 
san dollars in such a cause at such a crisis? Still we trust that our ine 
fluence from years of antecedent labor, has been most beneficially felt in 
calling into action a variety of co-workers through the press, the pulpit 
and society at large, to meet the crisis through which we have been pass- 
ing; but our ordinary course, intended alike for sunshine and storm, we 
have steadily pursued in the hope of e’er long spreading through the en- 
tire community such views on this subject as will prove under God the 
most effectual guaranty against the recurrence of war, and lead to the 
ultimate abolition of the custom itself. 

Here is our only aim; but, since there exists in the community an im- 
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encroaching upon her unquestionable rights, and attempting, even beyond 
the original bounds of Texas, to rob her of some of her finest territory, 
This war, if such it must be called, seems to us entirely unnecessary, and 
indicates a very strange obliquity of views and feelings in those who now 
plead for its prosecution with such fierce, unrelenting vigor. There was 
not the slightest need of war, in any proper view of the case; and yet 
how many among us mis-name this a war of self-defense against the wan- 
ton, unprovoked aggression of Mexico (!!) and would fain stir up through 
the land the hell of bad passions included in the war-spirit, to empty 
itself in all the wrath of a bloody, vindictive, ferocious patriotism upon 
the poor, despised Mexicans! It will be hardly possible for us to escape 
the world’s verdict against us; and so clearly are we in the wrong, that 
no attribute of God, no principle of our holy religion, no fair construe. 
tion of international law, no dictate of justice or common sense, can take 
part with us in such a contest for such a purpose. 


THe Oregon Dispyre.—Our difficulties with England have the past 
year awakened at times very general alarm. The bone of contention, a 
barren wilderness beyond the Rocky Mountains, was confessedly not 
worth the money alone which a single year or even month of war would 
waste; but the dispute in its progress involved so munch of national pride 
and party committal, as to threaten for a time the most disastrous conse- 
quences. ‘The President of the United States, in his inaugural address, 
and his first message to Congress, broadly asserted ‘‘ our clear and un- 
questionable right to Oregon,”’ and hot partisans soon shouted, as their 
war-cry, “ the whole of Oregon, or none!” while Great Britain, who had 
from the first contested even our claim up to the forty-ninth parallel of 
latitude, and much more our grasp after some half-dozen degrees still far- 
ther north, met these extreme demands with a flat, unfaltering denial, 
and promptly declared before the world her purpose to maintain “ her 
rights in Oregon.” Here was the issue; and for a time diplomacy seem- 
ed only to make the matter worse. Overture after overture was alter- 
nately proposed and rejected by each party, until negotiation came toa 
stand, and England’s offer of arbitration on our own terms was rudely 
declined—a decision of our executive which put us in the wrong before 
all the world. Now came the crisis of danger; and meanwhile fiery 
spirits it Congress were apparently trying to blow the incipient flame into 
a general conflagration. We will not soil our pages by copying the de- 
clamation, in which some of our countrymen, and a few even of our ru- 
lers indulged, until the voice of an outraged public checked those strange 
effusions. | We blushed for our country, while reading sentiments so un- 
congenial with the spirit of the age, and so disreputable to a Christian 
people. A few of our rulers seemed for a time bent on involving us in 
conflict with England, and speech after speech even in the Senate closed 
like old Cato’s delenda est Carthago, with the solemn asservation, that 
“war was inevitable.” 

It was soon perceived however, that those men had miscalculated the 
temper of the times. Public opinion came up from all parts of the land, 
to rebuke such a rush towards the precipice of war. Sentiments widely 
different from those of past ages .soon found utterance both in England 
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and this country, through the press, from the pulpit, and even on the floor 
of Congress. It soon became evident, that forty or fifty millions of peo- 
ple would not let their rulers plunge them into all the crimes and evils of 
war for such claims as were then in conflict, when proper efforts at con- 
eiliation and compromise might in due time adjust the whole difficulty to 
the entire satisfaction of both parties. On this point there was a most 
remarkable degree of unanimity among all fair-minded men in each 
country ; and not only did Peace Societies petition their respective rulers 
for an amicable settlement, but all classes of citizens sent their friendly 
addresses to each other across the Atlantic, strongly deprecating war, 
claiming a right to continued peace, and pledging their mutual efforts to 
secure such a result. 

The blessing of God upon these efforts in answer to the prayers of his 
neople, has thus far averted a war with England, and put matters at 
length in a train which will, it is hoped, lead to an adjustment of the dif- 
ficulty by amicable means. Still have we much reason to tremble at the 
recollection of our narrow escape thus far from the most tremendous of 
earthly calamities ; and, had public sentiment on the snbject been what 
it was fifty years ago, no power on earth could have prevented a fierce, 
protracted war that might in its progress have involved the leading na- 
tions of Christendom, and overspread the whole earth with its baleful re- 
sults. Nothing but this altered tone of general sentiment, effected by 
the cause of peace, and uttering itself from the press, the pulpit, and the 
entire community of fair and well-informed minds, has under God saved 
these two nations from a catastrophe so terrible, and the great interests 
of the world from being thereby cloven down or crippled for half a cen- 
tury. 








OrERATIONS OF THE Soctrety.—Our general plan of operations was 
forme with no special reference to the difficulties here sketched ; but we 
have met, as far as we could, the current exigencies of the year, and en- 
deavored to make our efforts bear as much as possible on every pending 
question of peace or war. Had the friends of peace spontaneously fur- 
nished the requisite means, twenty or fifty thousand dollars, we might 
have overspread the land with facts, arguments and appeals that would 
at once have arrested general, if not universal attention, and poured from 
the people such an influence upon our national government as would 
800n have put an end to all thought of war, either with England or with 
Mexico. We have done what we could with our small means; but how 
much could be expected from any mode of spending three or four thou- 
sand dollars in such a cause at such a crisis? Still we trust that our ine 
fluence from years of antecedent labor, has been most beneficially felt in 
calling into action a variety of co-workers through the press, the pulpit 
and society at large, to meet the crisis through which we have been pass- 
ing; but our ordinary course, intended alike for sunshine and storm, we 
have steadily pursued in the hope of e’er long spreading through the en- 
tire community such views on this subject as will prove under God the 
most effectual guaranty against the recurrence of war, and lead to the 
ultimate abolition of the custom itself. 


Here is our only aim; but, since there exists in the community an im- 
13 





Dib - ee oS 


tn Cie Stat: mane ee pent, ton 


Go ee a ee 


“| 
a 
: i 
a | 





142 ANNUAL REPORT. 








pression that the American Peace Society has mingled other subjects 
with its efforts, we would here take occasion emphatically to state, that 
this report is without any foundation; that the Society is restricted by 
its very constitution to the object of abolishing the custom of internation- 
al war; that it has from the first devoted itself, and will henceforth de- 
vote itself, exclusively to this object without any interference whatever 


with any other project of reform. 


Our PeriopicaL.—Every enterprise like ours must have some or. 
gan of communication with the public; and from the first we have, 
though at considerable expense beyond its income from subscribers, main- 
tained a periodical of our own. So long as the Society continued at 
New York, its periodical was edited most of the time by Mr. Lapp, and 
published on iis own responsibility ; when located for two years at Hart- 
ford, Conn., it adopted as its organ the American Advocate of Peace, then 
published there by our late excellent friend WitLt1am Watson ; and, 
when transferred to Boston in 1837, it virtually continued that work as 
the Advocate of Peace, and devolved on our Secretary the multifarious 
labors involved in superintending its publication, and getting it into cireu- 
lation. This task he performed as well as he could amid the multiplicity 
of his other services; but the editorship of our periodical was transfer- 
red last September to ELiuu Burritt, whose well-known ability asa 
writer, and the ardor of his zeal in our cause, gave pledge, that its inter- 
est, its circulation and consequent influence would be greatly increased. 
Still, however, it continued to be a bill of expense; and at length the 
work itself was relinquished to Mr. Burritt’s editorial and pecuniary re- 
sponsibility on these cond tions,—first, that it should be, as before, the 
organ of our Society; secondly, that the Society should retain the right 
to appoint the Editor; and finally, that the Society should be at liberty, 
on certain conditions, to take it back into its own hands at pleasure after 
one year from January, 1846. 


Tracts SterEoryreD.—The Society, eleven years ago, had not a 
single tract of its own; and, though it soon after received Worcester’s 
admirable Review of the Custom of War trom the Massachusetts Peace 
Society, and was furnished with another very able one from Mr. Ladd, 
and a few more from other sources, still the need of tracts much cheaper, 
more popular, and covering other parts of the great field embraced in 
our enterprie, came to be so deeply felt, that your Secretary, at the re- 
quest of your Executive Committee, undertock the task of preparing, 
stereotyping and publishing a full series of tracts. This service has 
been on bis hands more than a year, during which time he has, at his own 
charges, stereotyped between five and six hundred dense pages, from the 
ablest pens, sixty one tracts in all, published more than two thousand 
copies of the same, and undertaken to raise funds sufficient to defray the 
entire expense, and thus secure the ultimate ownership of the plates to 
the Society. The last has proved the most difficult of all; but so 
much progress has already been made as to give reasonable promise, that 
the whole sum may in time be raised, partly by donations for the purpose; 
and partly by sale of the work itself. With this view, it is retailed ata 
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moderate price, and sold even for gratuitous distribution at some advance 


upon the cost of paper, press-work and binding, in the presumption that 
buyers will be willing to give in this way something for the plates, the 
use of which meanwhile the Society will have at pleasure. 


ENLISTMENT OF NrewspaAPpers.—Our country is so full of newspa- 
pers, that we could not well overlook so important an auxiliary. The 
Boston Recorder, more than twenty-five years ago, lent its columns to 
this cause; and Mr. Ladd began his distinguished career by pleading its 
claims through the Christian Mirror, and found this mode so cheap and 
easy, that he continued it in that and other papers to the very week of 
his death. So ready were religious editors to insert our appeals, that an 
agent of ours ten years ago, published in one newspaper, having a cir- 
culation of some 15,000, and reaching perhaps 75,000 minds every week 
all over the country, nearly forty articles in a single year, and extended 
them gradually to other religious papers, until he got into the practice of 
sending his articles in slips to more than fifty such journals. 

Thus we began our efforts to enlist the entire periodical press of our 
land in this cause ; and so early as the spring of 1840, during the alarms 
of war with England about our border difficulties, a distinguished friend 
of peace, Henry Dwicut, Esq., of Geneva, N. Y., wrote to us, pro- 
posing to set the secular as well as the religious papers at work in our 
cause, and offering to bear his share of the necessary expense. ‘The im- 
mediate danger of war subsided so soon, that the plan was not then pur- 
sued to any considerable extent; but, in the autumn of 1844, the same 
gentleman sent through our agent, Rev. Aaron Foster, a definite plan for 
engaging in the advocacy of peace all the newspapers of our country. 
Your Committee took the matter at once into consideration, and matured 
a plan which was soon after published in our periodical ; and your Sec- 
retary, having procured a recommendation of the general plan from such 
men as Hon. Theodore Frelinghuyson, and Rev. Drs. Nott and Potter, 
Wayland, De Witt and Milnor, prepared to carry it into execution by 
sending short, pithy articles to about 1000 newspapers whose address he 
had procured. Meanwhile, Mr. Burritt, who had begun a different but 
excellent mode of addressing the public through the papers, came at 
length upon the same track with ourselves, and with his peculiar facili- 
ties as editor of a weekly print, pursued it with such eminent zeal, ac- 
ceptance and success, that we transferred to him our list of newspaper 
addresses, and have since relinquished the business almost entirely into 
his hands. These slips, olive-leaves of peace, he has scattered not only 
through our own land, but in the Canadas, and in Great Britain. His 
“Bond of Brotherhood,” a little sheet filled with brief, pithy items on 
peace, he has also begun to publish once in two weeks, and to distribute 
especially on our railroads, and other thoroughfares of travel. 

_ The result has exceeded our highest expectations. We know not pre- 
cisely how many papers have been led to plead our cause, but certainly 
many times more than ever before; and thus have they brought its 
claims at once before hundreds of thousands, if not millions of minds. 
The work is auspiciously begun; and we trust that the 1500 newspapers 
1 our country, will yet enlist in the spontaneous, habitual advocacy of a 
Cause so important to the welfare of our country and the world. 
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AcENcIES.—Besides the continued labors of your General Agent and 
your Corresponding Secretary, the Committee have employed, for longer 
or shorter periods, seven agents. The Rev. E. W. JACKSON, of the 
Methodist Church, who had begun to bring the claims of our cause be- 
fcre some twenty Annual Conferences of his own denomination, comple- 
ted that special service in October, and soon after relinquished his agen- 
cy. He met uniformly with a kind reception; but the most important 
fruits of his agency we hope to reap in the future co-operation of his 
brethren, and begin already to find this hope more and more realized. 

The Rev. Aaron Foster, of the Presbyterian Church, had before 
labored for us; but his account of the labors he performed, the preced- 
ing year, did not reach us in season for our last annual report. We will, 
however, just state, partly as a proof of his disinterested zeal, and partly 
as an illustration of the pecuniary encouragements in this cause, that Mr, 
Foster during that year actually spent in our service $38 dollars more 
than he received from any quarter, and his receipts from the Society du- 
ring the whole term of his labors to this time, would not exceed his nec- 
essary travelling expenses. He received the last year a new commission 
to go into the South and West, a field hitherto uncultivated by us, yet 
vastly important especially in view of our foreign relations at the time; 
but this agency, though in our view highly desirable, and quite promis- 
ing, was abandoned solely for want of means to bear his traveling ex- 
penses. Still Mr. Foster has performed such occasional and incidental 
services for us in New York and New England, as his other engagements 
would allow. 

The Rev. G. W. Brewster, and H. K. W. Perkins, both of the 
Methodist Church, have also been commissioned for specified fields ; and 
the Rev. Cyrin Peart, a Congregational Pastor in Harrison, Me., for 
occasional and temporary services in that State. The Rev. H. B. Pier- 
Pont, of the Presbyterian Church, has likewise received a recent com- 
mission as agent, and entered with zeal upon his work. Rev. ELNa- 
THAN Davis, a Congregationalist, has also been commissioned as an 
agent, and been Jecturing chiefly in the county of Worcester, Mass. 


Action or Leatstatures.—A Circular, prepared by your Commit- 
tee some years ago on stipulated substitutes for War, was sent the last 
year to the Governor of Vermont, with a request that he would bring 
the subject before the Legislature of that State. Gov. Slade promptly 
did so with a full and very forcible recommendation of the object. One 
branch of the Legislature responded in resolves decidedly favorable; 
but the other house, through some oversight or neglect, failed to take 
any final action on the subject, and thus left us with only the moral in- 
fluence of that State in favor of the measure—a result of no little im- 
portance in preparing the way for the ultimate adoption by governments 
of such substitutes for war as shall one day supersede its alleged neces- 
sity entirely and forever. 

In pursuance of this plan, the ultimate aim of all our movements, 
your Committee drew up an elaborate petition to Congress, requesting 
the special services of our government to introduce such substitutes 
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among nations, and obtained from the community a number of similar 
petitions much larger than ever before. These were forwarded to 
Washington, but with instructions not to present them until the excite- 
ment about Texas aud Oregon should subside sufficiently for a candid, 
dispassionate consideration of the whole subject. That time has not 
yet arrived ; and the consequence is that nothing has been done in Con- 
gress, and probably will not be during the present session. Still the pe- 
titions, not having been presented, will be on hand for another year, 
when we would fain hope, under the smiles of the God of peace, for a 
state of feeling both in Congress, and through the land, more favorable 
to the measures we ask. 

At the suggestion of distinguished friends of peace in the city of 
New York, a memorial, signed by your Corresponding Secretary, and 
by all the Executive Committee of the New York Peace Society, was 
sent, about the middle of last February, to the President of these United 
States, urging upon him essentially the same considerations that had 
before been so forcibly pressed by the London Peace Society upon the 
British Government, in favor of having the difficulty about the Oregon 
settled by amicable means. 


Orner Mopes or Co-orperatTion.—Several of our friends, distin- 
guished for their zeal and ability, have held in Boston, Providence, R. 
I., New Bedford, Salem, Lowell, Medford, Worcester, and Norwich, 
Ct., public meetings, or Conventions, the success of which has been de- 
tailed from time to time in our periodical. A series of meetings was 
alsu held at Plymouth, Mass., at one of which the inhabitants adopted a 
warm response to the friendly address from Plymouth in old England. 
The convention in Worcester was followed by the organization of a 
Worcester County Peace Society, from which, we may well expect much 
aid, especially as it embraces a region better cultivated in years past 
than almost any other, and containing some able and devoted friends of 
peace. 

On the Fourth of July, 1845, Cuartes Sumner, Esq., delivered be- 
fore the city authorities of Boston avery able and eloquent oration, 
pleading for peace as “the true grandeur of nations.” It created at 
the time a strong sensation ; nine thousand copies of it have been pub- 
lished in this country, and it has been extensively re-published in Great 
Britain. It was, we would hope, the beginning of a new era in the 
mode of celebrating the anniversary of our national independence, and 


certainly indicates a marked change of the public mind in favor of pa- 
cific sentiments. 


CottateraL Acencies.—A multitude of these have been at work in 
our cause through the year; but we have time only to mention the friend- 
ly addresses interchanged between the people of England and our own 
country—the succession of articles, often able and eloquent, in our lead- 
ing newspapers, both religious and secular, all over the land—the very 
general protest of the pulpit against the war-spirit manifested, as well as 


against the wars thot have been threatened—and the powerful pleas for 
13* 
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peace uttered by some of our most distinguished statesmen on the floor 
of Congress. 

We wish we could dwell awhile on these encouraging topics. Never 
before has our cause been so ably pleaded in the high and the sacred 
places of our nation. Never before did the halls of Congress listen to 
such an array of facts, to such powerful arguments, and eloquent ap- 
peals against war, and in favor of peace. Besides all this, the religious 
press through the land has spontaneously come out in advocacy of peace; 
and it would be difficult to find a pulpit that has not lifted its voice in 
prayer to God, and remonstrance to men, against a resort to the sword, 
as a calamity most deeply injurious, especially to the spiritual welfare of 
our country and the world. Thus are Christians beginning in some 
measure to do their duty on this long neglected subject; and fully do we 
believe that, if all Christians of every name in our land would unite 
against war, no set of rulers would ever be able or disposed to involve 
us again in its terrible evils.) We thank God for what Christiaius have 
done; probably ten times as much through the whole country has the 
past year been said, and published, and done on this subject, as ever was 
during any year since the origin of our cause in 1815. ‘True, only a 
small part of these agencies have been in visible connexion with our- 
selves as a society; but this results very naturally from our uniform 
plan of endeavoring to enlist such existing, permanent instrumentalities 
as the pulpit, the press and the school ; and their recent services in this 
cause may be traced to the influences we have been so long and so si- 
lently diffusing like leaven through the cemmunity. Not a few persons 
have remarked to us, with grateful surprise, the unexpected hold which 
peace sentiments have already got upon the mass of minds, the altered 
tone of public opinion, the spontaneous outspeaking of the pulpit and 
the press, the uprising of the subject millions to hold their rulers back 
from warlike measures, a thousand influences, unknown, or little felt a 
few years ago, conspiring now to keep the world in peace. Such efforts 
and influences together constitute the cause of peace; and to them, un- 
der God, we owe it that we are not now at war with the land of our 
fathers and brethren. 

















LIPE-MEMBERS OF THE AMERICAN PEACE SOCIETY. 


MAINE. Rev. David Shepley, N. Yarmouth 
Rev. Benjamin Tappan, D. D., Augusta ** Caleb Hobart, 
George Shepard, D. D., Bangor * Caleb Soule, Norway 

John “Maltby, ** John Boynton, epics 
“ D. Talbot Smith, a “* Ichabod Nichols, D. D., Portland 
“ George E. Adams, Brunswick “ John W. Chickering, “ 
“ Thomas C. Upham, _ Mrs. J. W. Chickering, “ 
“* Seth Keeler, Calais Edward 5. Dwight, — Saco 
“© Carlton Hurd, Fryeburg Stephen L. Gardner, * 
“ Eli Thurston, Hallowell Rev. Stephen S. Goodale, “ 
“ Thomas T. Stone, Machias ** Daniel D. Tappan, Marshfield 
“ Elijah Jones, Minot “ William L. Mather, Coucord 


Mrs. Bathsheba Jones, “ 








Mrs. 
Rev. 


Mrs. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE. 


-, Jeremiah S. Young, Andover 


Daniel UO. Morton, Bristol 
Jonathan Clement, Chester 
Benjamin Sargent, West Chester 
Henry Wood, Concord 

William Williams, Boston 
Alpheus Crosby, Hanover 
Roswell Shurtleff, D. 1, “ 
William Cogswell, D. D., Gilmantown 
D. M. Perry, Hollis 

Samuel Lee, New Ipswich 
Charles Shedd, Compton 

J. D. Crosby, Jafirey 

A. A. Livermore, Keene 

Z. S. Barstow, * 

Austin Richards, Nashua 

Samuel Lawson “ 

Jonathan Magee, Francestown 
John Woods, Newport 

Andrew P. abe Portsmouth 
John Thompson, Winchester. 


VERMONT. 


y. J. K. Converse, Burlington 


Mr Ingersol, ” 


Jedediah Bushnell, Cornwall 
Lyman Matthews, “ 

Justin Parsons, Jamaica 

T. A. Merrill, D. D., Middlebury 
Harvey H. Leavitt, Vergennes 
Lawson Miner, (?) 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


. James W. Ward, Abington 


Lucius Alden, FE. Bridgwater 

Samuel H. Merrill, Amesbury Mills 
Edward Hitchcock, LL. D., Amherst 
Samuel C Jackson, Andover 

Josiah W. Turner, Great Barrington 
Joanna Rantoul, Beverly 


Miss Hannah L. Rantoul, “ 
Joanna L. Endicott, 


Joseph Baker, Exsq., 


Boston 


Rev. George C. Beckwith, “ 


Mrs. M. W. Beckwith, “ 
Rey. George W. Blagden, “ 
Josiua P. Blanchard, - 
Rev. Ezra S. Gannet, D. D., “ 


“ 
“ 
“ 
‘ 


7 


William Hague, - 
William Jenks, D. D., 
Charles Lowell, D. D., “ 
Hubbard Winslow, ss 


John Tappan, Esq. . 
Rey, jeuah H. Tom, . 
Mrs. J. H. Towne, . 
H. H. Leavitt, “s 
Mrs. M. C. Blanchard, . 
a Waterston, Esq., - 

omas W. W isq. "4 
Moses Grant, Tr es 


Thomas Bb. Wales, Esq., si 


Abiel Chandler, Esq., ” 
Henry Jaques, Esq , s 
Hon. Samuel A. Eliot, a 
Mrs. Martha W. Wilkinson, “ 
Mrs. Harriet D. Turner, . 
Mrs. D. A. Leavitt ¥ 


Miss Anna W. Cotton, “ 





LIFE-MEMBERS. 
POMPE ELLA ADLER LLL ELE LLL LLL AEE A 


Eee 





Hon. 

Hon. 

Rev. 
“a 


Martin Brimmer, Boston 
Jonathan Chapman, “ 

Frederick T. Gray, ' 
Selah S. Treat, ~~ 
‘* Philemon. Russell, 
“ George Punchard, 


* Dorus Clark, s 
Edward Winslow, “ 
Edward Blanchard, ’ 
Hon. Samuel Appleton, a 


Rev. Francis Parkman, D. D., 
Thomas D. Quincy, Boston 
Rev. William 8. Coggin, Boxford 
“ Gardner B. Perry, E. Bradford 
‘“ Nathan Monroe, W. Bradford 
“ Richard §S. Storrs, D. D., Braintree 
* Baalis Sanford, E. Bridgewater 
“ Luicus Alden, ” 
“* Paul Couch, N. Bridgewater 
“ Thomas Snell, D. D., North Brookfield 
“ Francis Horton, W. Cambridge 
“ Aaron Picket, Reading 
“ §S. H. Emery, Taunton 
Amasa Walker, Esq., North Brookfield 
Rey. F. A. Adams, Byfield 
“ James Walker, D. D., Cambridge 
Hon. Simon Greenleaf, = 
Joseph E. Worcester, 4 
Rev. M. G. Wheeler, Williamsburg 
“ Milton P. Braman, N. Danvers 
“ P. 8. Ten Broeck, S 
“ H. G. Park, Westfield 
‘« Thomas P. Field, 5. Danvers 
“ EE. Burgess, D. D., Dedham 
* Calvin Durfee, S. Dedham 
‘* Luther Sheldon, Easton 
Lincoln Drake, si 
Rev. William Gould, Fairhaven 
“* FE. W. Bullard, Fitchburg 
“ David Brigham, S. Bridgewater 
“ Tsaac Braman, Georgetown 
‘“ T. M. Bisco, Grafton 
“ Elijah Demond, “ 
“ Dudley Phelps, Groton 
Mrs. T. P. Huntington, Hadley 
Mrs. A. Pratt, Hatfield 
Isaac R. Howe, Esq , Haverhill 
Rev. N. S Folsom. ” 
“* John Keep, Holden (?) 
* John Storrs, Holliston 
John Clapp, Esq., Lewiston 
Rev. Amos Blanchard, Lowell 
Mrs. Caroline Blanchard, " 
William Davidson, + 


Rev. N. Thurston, ” 
E. D. Leavitt, rs 
Rev. U. C. Burnap, * 
Mrs. U. C. Burnap, ss 


Rev. Sewell Rarding, E. Medway 
Mrs. S. Harding, “ 
Daniel Sanford, Medford Vill 
Rev. Jacob Ide, D. D., W. Medway 
“ W. W. Putnam, Middleboro’. 
“ §. G. Buckingham, Millbury 
‘ Samuel W. Cozzens, Milton 
Mrs. S. W. Cozzens, od 
Henry Coffin, Nantucket 
Nathaniel Barney, ‘“ 
William Hadwin, a 








148 


oo" 


Richard Mitchell, Nantucket 
Andrew Robeson, New Bedford 
James Arnold 

Charles W. Morgan ‘“ 

Rev. J. Q. A. Edgell, W. Newbury 

“Lyman Gilbert, West Newton 
* William Allen, D. D., Northampton 

“ Oliver Stearns. 

* Caleb Tenny, D. D., S 
Hon. David Joy, - 
Rev. James Kimball, Oakham 
Mrs. Harriet Howe, Harvard, 

Mrs. H. Winslow, Roxbur 


TO 


- 


Rey. Brown Emerson, D. D., Salem 
“ Samuel M. Worcester, * 

John Andrews, 6 

Mrs. Hannah Howland, w“ 

Dea. George H. Smith, 66 

Rev. L. R. Eastman 

Mrs L. R. Eastman 


Rev. James Bradford, Sheffield 
“ W. O. B. Pe abody, D. D. » Springfield 
** Samuel Osgood, D. D., 
“« A.A. W ood, West Springfield 
“ Levi | Packard, Spencer 
“ Josiah Ball ard, Sudbury 
“* George Trask, Warren 
“ Leonard Luce, Westford 
“ Jonas Perkins, Wevmouth 
« Joshua Emery, N. Weymouth 
“ Wales Lewis, 8S. Weymouth 
“ Joseph Bennet, Woburn 
Clarimond W Peirce, “ 
Miss Waldo, Worcester 
Rev. Seth Sweetser, “ 
Mrs. Sally Blake, Wrentham 
Rey. Elisha Fiske ve 
‘“ 1. S. Parker, West Brookfield 
Samuel Rodman, New Bedford 


Thomas Mandell, “ 
George Howland, “ 
Rev. David Andrews, Pepperell. 


“ Aaron Foster, Cambridgeport 
Mrs. A. Foster, 
Origen B: acheler, Attleborough 


RHODE ISLAND. 
Rev. Constantine Blodget, Pawtucket 
“ Francis Wayland, D. D. » Providence 
Anthony B. Arnold, 


Rev. Jonathan Leavitt, iT 
T. T. Waterman. 
CONNECTICUT. 


Rev. George J. Tillotson, Brooklyn 
“ GAL Calhoun, N. Coventry 
“ Roswell Whitmore 
“ John R. Crane, Middletown 
Mrs. J. R. Crane, 
Rev. Dwight M. Seward, W. Hartford 
Mrs. D. M. Seward, 
Rev. Abel M’Ew en, New ren 
“ H. P. Armes, Norwich 
“ Leverett Griggs, New Haven 
“ Abraham Marsh, Tolland 
John W. Gilbert, 
Rev. Robert Southgate, 
“ Bennet Tyler, D. D., E. Windsor. 


LIFE-MEMBERS. 


PP PP PPP PLP PP LLLP PO 











NEW YORK. 

Rev. H. B. Pierpont, West Avon 
Hon. William ay Bedford 
Rev. H. Halsey, Bergen 
Rev. William B. Lewis, Brooklyn 
Charles A. Cooke, Geneva 
Rev. James McDonald, Jamaica 

“ Orville Dewey, D. D., New York 
Isaac S. Hone, Esq., 
ag go B. Munn, Esq. as 

. P. Shipman, New ork 
O. P. Woodford, New York 
Rev. J. S. C. Abbott, * 

* CC. M. Butler, Boston 

*“ Mr. Boardman, Rome 

“ F. W_ Holland, Rochester 
Eliphalet Wickes, ‘Troy 
Stephen Higbee, Ogdensburgh 
William B. Crosby, New York 
William E. Whiting, - 
William E. Dodge, - 
Jasper Corning, a 
Rey. Addison Parker, (?) 

* Buel W. Smith. (?) 


NEW JERSEY. 
Rey. Ansel D. Eddy, Newark 
** Peter Kanous, (?) 
“ W. &. Weeks, Newark 
“ J.S. Gallaghar, Orange. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 
Isaac Collins, Philadelphia 
Samuel B. Morris, Germantown 


John Elliott, Philadelphia 
Charles Chauncey, ’ 
Jasper Cope, « 
Samuel Morris, on 


‘lliston Perot Morris, Germantown 
Jonathan White, Philadelphia, (?) 


Mrs. Elizabeth Shott, “ (2?) 
Mrs. Joanna Howe, “ (7) 
Henry Rhoades, (2?) 


Isaac S. Loyd, (?) 
Edward & Uhas. Yarnell * 
Thomas Wood, “ 
Adelaide Montmolin, (?) 
Matthew W. Baldwin, “ 


OHIO. 
R. D. Mussey, M. D., Cincinnati 
Rev. Joel H. Lindsley, D. D., Marietta. 


KENTUCKY. 
Rev. Howard Malcom, D. D., Georgetown. 


INDIANA. 
Rey. William Twining, Madison. 


SOUTH CAROLINA. 
Mary S. Grimke, Charleston. 


GEORGIA. 
J. McHenry Lumpkin, Lexington. 




















i 
prs 
ey 


‘= 

we 
ee 
Bw! 


Fa sy 


TREASURER’S ACCOUNT. 149 
RPP PPL IIL II PLD L AL LAL AAD A ALAA NYO APA AL POP AA AL APPALLING A APL ALL DPA RA 


weve 


HONORARY MEMBERS. 


By the contribution of $100 or more or election. 


Isaac S. Loyd, Esq., Philadelphia Hon. Judge Campbell, Ceylon, India 
Rev. George C. Beckwith, Boston Anson G. Phelps, Esq., New York 

Hon. T. W- Williams, New London, Ct. D. L. Dodge, 2» , 
J. P. Blanchard, Boston Gerrit Smith, Esq., Peterborough, ™ os 
Thomas W. Ward, “ William Rotche, Esq., New Bedford 
Samuel E. Coues, Portsmouth, N. H. Henry Dwight, Esq., Geneva, N. Y. 
»ohert Marsden, Esq., London, England Edward J. Woolsey, New York. 


Thomas Hancock, M. D., Liverpool, England 


ABSTRACT OF THE TREASURER’S ACCOUNT. 
Dr. AMERICAN PEACE SOCIETY 7x ace. with J. P. Buancnarp, Treasurer. Cr. 








Balance of former account, - - -4325 23 Received at sundry times from Trus- 
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“Printing " “ = - 260357 Legacy of E. W. Fowler of North- 
“ Binding and stitching “ - 7847 ford, Ct, “= pie oe 
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7 608 52 

Boston, May 23, 1846. 

It will be seen, that by the receipts from the Estate of the late Wm. Ladd the whole of 
the debt of the Society in May 1545 was covered; but the expenditures for the past year 
have so far exceeded other receipts, that the debt of the Society is still $1749 16, For the 
discharge of this debt provision is expected to be made; but the Society will have little or 
no funds for its future operations, unless received from the wealthy, and especially the com- 
mercialpart of the Community whose interests are protected by the extension of peace prin- 
ciples. The Society has great and, it is believed, effectual operations in contemplation, 
waiting only pecuniary means for their execution; and all persons who are not utterly 
faithless of the efficacy of moral influence, are earnestly requested to give contributions to 
this great object of Christian Philanthropy. J. P. B. 


ACCOUNTS NOT INCLUDED IN THE ABOVE, BY REV. G. C. BECKWITH, Acenr. 
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publishing 61 Tracts, - $1007 44 
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Travelling and incidental expenses of 
Ccr. Sec. and two Agents, - 61655 


$2029,61 
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Warsaw - - . 8 00 East Thomaston - - - 234 
Pen Yan . : 3 50 Kennebunk, Misses Sewall 1 00 
Henry Rose - - 2 00 W.B.Sewall -— - - 100 


Rochester, individuals - 2200 Rev. Wm. James, Albany, 3 00 
Centre Bridgton, Me. - - 050 A few friends at Geneva, 10 128 
Albany - - - : - 055 4th Presbyterian chh. Albany 4 32 
Winthrop : - ~ - §&25 Rev. H. B. Pierpont, L.M. 2000 
Waterford, Cong’! Society 333 For the Advocate, after pay- 





Naples - - - - 175 ing E. Burritt, 9 00 
$2641 69 $2685 04 
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STATEMENT ON BEHALF OF THE AM. PEACE SOCIETY. 


The American Peace Society, at its late annual meeting, appointed the undersigned a 
Committee to lay before the public a brief statement of its object, its course, and its claims 
upon the Christian community. 

The cause of peace seeks, as its only aim, to abolish the custom of international war by 
superseding its alledged necessity, and wisely keeps aloof from all extraneous topics what- 
ever. It invites the aid of every one disposed to labor for this object; and all that will do 
so, are welcomed, whatever their views respecting defensive war, or any other points about 
which good men may differ, to the broad platform of the Peace Society. It would fain 
unite in this work all good men, and thus embody the picty, patriotism and philanthropy 
of the Christian world, without distinction of country, sect or party, against this most ter- 
rible scourge of our race. 

Such has been the uniform course of the American Peace Society ; but, finding its pro- 
gress obstructed by impressions in the community that it had through its representatives 
incorporated other subjects foreign to the cause of peace, it passed, at its late anniversary, 
the following resolutions, as indicative of its settled policy, viz: 

S= See the Resolutions on page 137. 

These resolutions we think sufficiently explicit; and thus has the society given all the 
pledge it could give, that it will ‘confine itself to its single object, keep itself entirely dis- 
tinct from all other extraneous subjects, and so conduct its operations as to invite the aid 
of all sincere friends of peace, whatever their views of defensive war, and to render their 
co-operation practicable, consistent and cordial.’ 

Thus does the society open the way for every friend of God and man to lend this cause 
a cheerful, vigorous support ; nor can we, at a crisis so big with alarm for the peace of the 
world, retrain from expressing a most earnest hope that a cause so truly evangelical, and 
so important to the welfare of mankind, will at length receive the aid indispensible to its 
full success. It needs equally with any other cause, our sympathy and prayers, our per- 
sonal efforts and pecuniary contributions. Without these, it can never prosper; but, with 
them, it has the most ample encouragement. To no enterprise has God more fully promis- 
ed ultimate triumph; upon none has he more signally smiled; and the prevalence of peace 
is obviously indispensable to the success of every benevolent enterprise now in progress, 
and to all the great interests of mankind. Peace is the first great want of the age; and ev- 
ery man that loves God, or rightly regards his own interests, or cares fur the welfare of his 
country or the world, ought to consider well the claims of this cause upon himself. 

Especially would we, at a time like the present, urge upon Christians the duty of en- 
treating the Almighty Ruler of nations to sheathe the sword, and stay the further effusion 
of blood. We should all humble ourselves before God for our sins as a people, and most 
sarnestly beseech him to restore the inestimable blessings of peace as the common proper- 
ty of all sects and parties. Uur main, if not sole hope is now in God; and to him should the 
three or four millions of professed Christians in our land betake themselves in fervent pray- 
er, nor cease their importunities until this great national sin is brought to an end. 

Lyman GILBERT, 
Epwarp Hircucock, 
DANIEL SHARP, 
Wa. C. Brown, 
RIcHARD S. STORRS, 
a Baron Stow, 
June 3, 1546. CHARLES LOWELL. 
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The Advocate of Peace and Universal Brotherhood 


will be local and personal to every portion of the human family ; a magazine of no smaller 
nationality than the whole continent of humanity; advocating interests and principles that 
compass the wellbeing and brotherhood of mankind. As the cause which it will plead, is 
one, the field will be one, the Wortip; and the laborers therein will labor in the unity of 
that spirit which recognizes in every human being a brother or a sister, and in God, a Com- 
mon Father of mankind. The boundaries which make enemies of nations, will not be so 
much as water lines across the expanse of its philanthropy; and the terms Englishman, 
Frenchman, and American, when applied to its contributors, will designate no other dif- 
ference than that of locality of labor in the same country and cause. Its patriotism will 
extend its HOME-FEELING to the circle of the globe, embracing, in its humanity, all the ra- 
tional subjects of God's benevolence, of every clime, condition and color. Its policy, social, 
commercial and industrial, will be the political economy of the Gospel. Its will be 
filled principally with original articles from the Fs of able writers on both sides of the 
Atlantic, who will address their arguments and illustrations to all classes, » sexes, and 
interests of society; thus making a magazine happily adapted to families, embracing 
oung and old. 

™ The Advocate will be a monthly magazine, containing 24 pages octavo, printed on fine 
white paper, at one dollar a year, in Advance. 

PostMASTERS are authorized to act as agents, to whom 33} per cent. will be allowed as 
commission on ali cash subscriptions remitted to the publisher. 

All communications should be addressed, Postage Paid, to the =e 
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U BURRITT. 
Worcester, Mass. Dec. 25th, 1845. 


SPARES FROM THE ANVIL, By ELIHU BURRITT. 

This is a miniature volume of 96 pages, got up in a neat — and embraces some of the 
most glowing scintillations of the genius of “the Learned B ksmith.” It contains the 
following articles: My Brother’s Grave ;—The Emigrant’s Dog ;—Bearding the Lion in his 
Den ;—The Natural Bridge ;—All Mortgaged ;—“ Bury Me in the Garden:” An Appren- 
tice’s way of acquiring a library ;—The war-Ship Ohio;—Storming Quebec ;—An 
among the Mountains :—The Drunkard’s Wife ;—The Blind Boy’s Return ;—The inventive 


Genius of Labor. : 
Price, in muslin, gilt, 31 cents; in neat paper covers, 12} cents. A liberal discount to 


those who buy by the quantity. 
For the accommodation of persons at a distance who may wish to obtain this little 

work, we make the following proposition. 
To any person who will enclose $1, free of postage, we will send by return of mail, se- 
eurely enclosed in a strong wrapper, and FREE OF POSTAGE, ten copies of the cheap edi- 


tion; or four copies in the best atyle of binding, 
ogy ‘ Please address” HENRY J. rT, | 


Worcester, 











